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lights in token of festivity. In these solemnities and
festivities the Christians also took part. Accordingly when
the doctors of the Church perceived that the Christians had
a leaning to this festival, they took counsel and resolved
that the true Nativity should be solemnized on that day
and the festival of the Epiphany on the sixth of January.
Accordingly, along with this custom, the practice has pre-
vailed of kindling fires till the sixth."l The heathen origin
of Christmas is plainly hinted at, if not tacitly admitted, by
Augustine when he exhorts his Christian brethren not to
celebrate that solemn day like the heathen on account of
the sun, but on account of him who made the sun.2 In
like manner Leo the Great rebuked the pestilent belief that
Christmas was solemnized because of the birth of the new
sun, as it was called, and not because of the nativity of
Christ.3
Thus it appears that the  Christian Church chose to The Eastei
celebrate the birthday of its Founder on the twenty-fifth 0^atiOQ
of December in order to transfer the devotion of the heathen death and
from the Sun to him who was called the Sun of Righteous- tioToT"
ness.4    If that was so, there can be no intrinsic improba- Christ
1  Quoted by C. A. Credner, op. dt.     having been  "chosen arbitrarily, or
p.  239, note46;   by  Th.   Mommsen,      rather   suggested by its   coincidence
Corpus Inscriptionum Latina-rum, i.a     with  the official equinox of spring."
Pars prior, pp.  338 sq. ; and by H.      It would be natural to assume that
Usener, Das   Weihnachtsfest* (Bonn,      Christ had lived an exact number of
1911), pp. 349 sq.                                    years on earth, and therefore that his
2  Augustine, Serm. cxc. I (Migne's     incarnation as well as his death took
^atrologia Latina, xxxviii. 1007).            place on the twenty-fifth of March.   In
3  Leo the  Great,  Serm* xxii.   (al.      point of fact the Church has placed the
xxi.)   6   (Migne's  Patrologia Latina^     Annunciation and with it the beginning
liv.   198).      Compare   St.   Ambrose,      of bis mother's pregnancy on that very
Serm. vi I (Migne's Patrologia Latina^      day.    If that were so, his birth would
xvii. 614).                                                in the course of nature have occurred
* A. Credner, op. cit. pp. 236 sqq.;     nine months  later,  that  is,  on the
E. B. Tylor, Primitive  Culture? ii.      twenty-fifth of December.    Thus on
297 sq.; Fr. Cumont, Texfes tt Monu-     Mgr. Duchesne's theory the date of the
ments> i. 342, 355 sq.; Th. Mommsen,     Nativity was obtained by inference from
in Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum,      the date of the Crucifixion, which in. its
i.2 Pars prior, pp. 338 sq. ; H. Usener,     turn was chosen because it coincided
Das   Weihnachtsfest*   (Bonn,   1911),      with the  official equinox of spring,
pp. 348 sqq.   A different explanation of     Mgr. Duchesne does not notice the
Christmas has been put forward by Mgr.      coincidence of the vernal equinox with
Duchesne.    He shows that among the     the festival of Attis.    See his work,
early Christians the death of Christ was     Ori&ines du Cultc Chr&m* (Pans,
commonly supposed to have fallen on     1903)* PP- 261-265, 272.   The tradi-
the twenty-fifth of March,  that day     tion that both the conception and th*
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